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Friday, 16 February 2007

Att: BMX AUSTRALIAN MEMBERS

Re: CLASSES AT THE 2007 AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

           A Petition has been released within the BMX Community regarding the Classes offerred at the 2007 National Championships. At this stage BMXA has received 66 letters (via email) from members / parents / volunteers of various clubs & states requesting that BMXA "reinstate the classes that are missing from the 2007 BMX National Championships” and “that your reluctance to include the classes from the event are discriminatory and not in the spirit of the event."
 

BMXA Inc believes that there are several misconceptions regarding the manner in which rules are either adopted or amended.  Key issues that must be addressed: 
· BMXA recognise the importance of this petition and are acutely aware of the concerns of our members. It is imperative that our members are aware of the history of this decision and that there is protocol is in place for all rule changes through the BMXA Constitution.  

· The BMXA Constitution clearly states that when dealing with all issues involving rule changes and amendments, all recommendations must be made at the National Officiating Conference (NOC) through an elected State Officiating Delegate (SOD). The NOC comprises of 8 State appointed Officiating Directors who are responsible as the Rules Advisory Committee to the BMXA National Council. The NOC put motions to the National Council who will then either decline or ratify the motion put to them from the NOC. It is the responsibility of the SOD to voice the opinions of their State from an individual member or Club/Zone/ State committee to ensure that all necessary rules and procedures are dealt with in accordance with the BMXA Constitution. 

· It is the responsibility of the aggrieved member to lobby their State Officiating Director in regard to the amendment or adoption of a specific rule. This protocol is maintained to ensure that all members have an equal opportunity to voice their opinions. 

· BMXA are bound by the decision of its constituents and must fully abide by this protocol. BMXA acknowledge that the current classes offerred at the National Championships are broad ranging in their scope and emphasis that the most positive manner in which to evoke a change in this ruling is through communication with the State Organisation. 

THE RULING
· In September 2005, the NOC meet in Melbourne and voted that the Australian National Championships be coordinated under UCI Rules / Classes. 
ACT ITEM 6: Review of competition rules for the National Championships – 

Motion: The Australian National Championships be coordinated under full UCI Rules/Classes

Motion Carried: Unanimous 
(Extract taken from 2005 NOC Minutes)

· Currently the Australian National Championships are recognised as a Cat 3/4 event under the UCI Sanctioning Matrix, therefore all Championship Classes (ie. Elite and Junior) are run under Cat 3 and the Challenge Classes are run under Cat 4. With the decision of the NOC to adopt the full UCI Classes at the Nationals, with the exception of Sprocket Classes that are in accordance with the Junior Sports Policy implemented and administered by the ASC, this does not allow for classes outside UCI to be run without exception being granted by the NOC. 

· In order for additional classes to be recognised by UCI there needs to be a recommendation put forward from the National Governing Body stating the specific classes it wishes to add and the rationale behind this recommendation. It is then either up to the UCI to accept or decline this recommendation. The NOC works in a similar manner. In order for BMXA to run additional classes at the National Championships outside of the sanctioned UCI Classes a recommendation must be put to the NOC by a State representative (State Officiating Director) and the motion must then be passed by the NOC and ratified by the National Council. The next opportunity for this is the 2007 NOC in September. 

NB: If a class is added to the Australian National Championships by the NC that is not recognized by the UCI, then all riders in this class will not be eligible to compete at the Worlds Championships. 
If there are any further concerns with this matter, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

Kind regards,
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Andrew Nolen

BMXA National Programs and Event Manager

16/02/07

E: administration@bmxaustralia.com.au
P: 03 9495 0018
