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A/AA or Junior/Senior Elite Classes at 2007 BMX QLD Inc. State Championships?
The 2007 AGM is scheduled for 24th March 2007. BMX QLD Inc. will fund 2 Delegates from each of the 4 Zones to attend the weekend meetings. They will discuss and vote, on behalf of the members in their zone, matters concerning the governance of our sport. One issue is the Elite level classes at the upcoming 2007 State Championships. 

This issue was discussed in 2006 (a report is available on www.bmxq.org.au in the News Section) and soon after the decision to offer A/AA Classes in preference to Junior Senior Elite was made by the Zone Delegates, the Zone delegates asked that the subject be discussed again at the 2007 AGM and a decision reached for the 2007 State Championships. The Zone Delegates claimed that their members were not informed enough on the Pro’s & Con’s of A/AA & Junior/Senior Elite Classes and therefore they were unable to make a decision. 

It is important to note that the decision to offer Junior/Senior Elite Classes at State Championship events, does not affect Zone or Club Championships, Series Events and Open Days. As per the Australian Regional Applications, Event Management for Zone/Club Championships, Series and Open Days will still have the choice of offering A/AA, Pro Open or Junior/Senior Elite Classes regardless of what is voted on at the AGM for the 2007 States Championships. 

The following information will attempt to clarify myths and assist the members of BMX QLD Inc. Clubs make informed decisions during discussion with their Zone Delegates in readiness for their votes at the 2007 AGM. 

The following information demonstrates the Pro’s and Con’s of offering Junior/Senior Elite or A/AA Open Classes at State Championship Competitions. 


Note: None of the below effects Challenge Classes at 2007 State Championships or Club/Zone Championships, Series Events or Open Days. 
	Junior/Senior Elite
	A/AA Open

	Class open to International and Interstate riders
Officially recognized Championship Class
Competitors for Junior/Senior Elite are determined by age using the Year of Birth Format in conjunction with the UCI Season. Eg: the UCI Season runs from Sept 07 to July 08, riders turning 17 in 08 would be permitted to compete in Junior Elite Classes from Sept 07

Provides opportunities to compete against similar competition ability and age
Competitions running these classes attract a higher level of competition such as the National HP Squad (good for sponsorship opportunities)
Junior/Senior Elite Classes can be run under BMXA Rules (they do not have to be run under UCI Format)
Riders competing in Junior/Senior Elite Classes at UCI Events can not transfer back to age classes at events offering Junior/Senior Elite Classes within a 12 month time frame but may compete in A/AA classes at events offering those classes. Extract from ARA Page 49: Challenge classes 17,18,19-24,25-29 may be offered as an option at all Category 4- 7 events at the discretion of the event organisers. These classes are not recognised internationally and are not awarded ranking points (International or otherwise). Riders classified as 17 -19 at an event have the option of competing in either Challenge age and applicable cruiser class or Championship classes. 

A rider aged 19 years or over may choose to compete at either elite or challenge level, namely in the appropriate age and gender group in 20"and/or cruiser for Category 5 -7 events. However, when competing in Category 1-3 events, this choice of competing level shall be made for a whole year, running from January 1 until December 31.

 

Junior/Senior Elite Classes offered at State Championships provide competitors with the ability to compare related rankings at State, National & International Level.

The process is clearer for selectors to identify potential State Team Members who will be competing in Junior/Senior Elite Classes at upcoming National Championships if they are competing in classes of the same category as those offered at National Championships at their State Championships.

Junior/Senior Elite Classes provide opportunities to showcase Elite Level Talent to State and National Sporting Institutes.

	Class open to Interstate and International riders
Not officially recognized as a Championship Class
Extract from ARA Page 16: Pro Open classes may be offered as an alternative to the Championship Elite and Junior Elite classes by the member States. These classes are money classes and may be offered in conjunction with each other. National guidelines for the member states to conduct Pro Open Classes are found in Appendix 8.

Competitors for A/AA are determined by amount of prize money won at previous events. Once a rider has reached a total of $1500 in their log books they transfer to AA
Riders compete against competitors who have achieved a similar amount of prize money and not ability. Riders as young as 14 may be competing against 30 year + riders
A/AA does not attract high levels of competitors (bad for sponsorship opportunities and promotion of the sport)
A/AA Open is run under BMXA Rules
Riders who have transferred to AA may apply to the State Body to transfer back if they can prove the level of competition is too hard for them after a set period of no less than 6 months.

Extract from ARA Page 60 c) Re-classification conditions:

1)AA Open competitors may apply in writing to their State Board of Management to be re-classified back into the A Open class after competing at no less than six (6) AA Open races if they feel their performances are not of a compatible standard. The Board’s decision in this matter is final.
Difficulties are experienced in policing levels of competitors for A/AA Classes as some riders are using more than one log book to ensure they remain in A Open and do not exceed the $1500 threshold
Riders aged 13 – 16 who are eligible to compete in A/AA Open who are hoping to obtain positions on the State Squad will have to compete in age classes as well as A/AA.
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